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VI. HISTORY OF THE El. CERRITO PARK II.NO Rt '·"Ei'l 101~ ------ ----- .. __ !>YSllH 

A. THE BEGINNING OF THE SYST!:M 

El Cerrito ~:as incorporated as ~ General La,, City in 19)7. In 
1946, Resolution 1062 was adopted by the City CounCil of El Cerrito 
tn establish the firsr; progr.am of recreat on 111 El Ce~r!to. See 
Exhibit .[t. This resolution collta for th·~ Dir~ctor of f<ecreation, City 
of Richmond to subl.1it all requests for pa,Yl"er.:s of funJ~ ft•ou· f_l Cerrito 
tredsury on claims approved by. the [1 emen tary Schoo 1 Bon·d 

Thus this unusual arrangement betwee th~ City of tl Cerrito, City 
of Richmond and the Richmond Elementot'Y Oi5trict began tne "'irst 
recreational services to El Cerrito residents. A budget of $10,950 was 
allocated for the 1946-47 f1scal year T'te budget was to administer 
the two existing parks, Huber and Po1nset.t, and to provide programs at 
Harding and Fairmont Elementary Schools a~ well a~ El Cerrito High School. 

B. PARK COI-!MISSION 

c . 

0. 

In June of 1946 Resolution 1111 created a Park Commiss1on. See 
Exhibit ~- Its function was to "~tud.> pre~;;:,_ and -Future needs of tht> 
City of El Cerrito with regard to Park and Recreational facilities and 
to make recommendations to the City Council concerning Park and Recreation 
facilities." 

The Park Commission in 1947 and 1948 presented proposals to voters 
seeking a special assessment for park purposes and then a bond issue 
for improvements. These two efforts were both defeated by the voters. 
The interests of the Park Commission waned and they became inactive 
for a few years. 

CALIFORNIA STATE RECREATION COt-IMISSION STUDY 

In 1948 the Council-Manager form of government was adopted in 
El Cerrito as a part of the reorganization of local government. The 
new City Manager requested the assistance of the California State 
Recreation Commission to "conduct an examination of Com.nunity Recreation 
in El Cerrito as a preliminary to the preparation of plans for the 
development of Recreation Services." 

In June of 1949 El Cerrito Mayor. Millard E. Bostock, received a 
report from Sterllng S. ~linans, Director· of Recreation, State of Cali 
fornia. The report enumerated a variety of problems that the City 
should attempt to ~olvc if they desired to inst.tute a comprehensive 
Park and Recreation System. The report encouraged t~e City to take 
over full responsibility for administering a Park and Recreation System, 
providing personnel, establishing a spocidl park tax and developing a 
master plan. See Exhibit D. 

tn 1949 El Cerrito hired its first pr·ofe~sional employee to administer 
the Recreation System on a part-t1me oas;s (R1chard Hunn) and created a 
combined Park and Recreation CoHmission. In 1957 the first Park and 
Recreation Director was hi red {Robert Bor'nc!y) and the Pdrk and Recreu t ion 
Departments were combined. 

PARK TAX AND CAPITAL IMPROI'EMEUT FUND 

In 1954 the citizens of El Cerrlto pa·;sed a 10¢ park tax which 
provided for almost $250,000 over a ter y " <>~riod This arr;ount ~1as 
r ealized to be 1nsuffic1ent to accomplist' t~l'=' go<ils cf the ftt)''; planned 
acquisition and development prograll' ana 1 1 1958 c:n nrdfnance> 1~as passl)d 
to use 25% of the growing City 's SdlC~ fa, to '<tfil~l! J·;crovccoents. 
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E. EL CEHRITO'S FIRST PARK AriD RtCPCI\TION tW)T ·R Dl .;r, 

In ,.!156 £1 Cerr~to adopted it) f1r~t Haitcr t'l an fer the Ci:y 
which included a Plan for Park; Jrl·~ f:c ~reot . ,n i _ il,~ ;:;s. In l:l58 
Resol ut1on 22o6 was <tdopted p•·;hiding tt1c Par><. ~nd Re~ rea t ion Sy~te"• 
1~ith a rev1sed Master Plan 1he Pl an wos ,,ro;;p;,-.,d by t"'..: Cily Hana<Jer· , 
'"?nneth S11'tn, and its title .• as 'A ~evi;,ed Plcn hr I'Jbllc ReueatiJn 
in the City of El CerriT.• rt o'laS c ~l!::>rehe.'s ' ·;c and be<:~'ll c? the ,;uiu. 
for action for the Ci ty cu.-ing the r.~xt fi\'e years . The 1•lan is valu-· 
ab 1 e because of its 1 ong range app,·oach and com;>n d .ens i veness and hoh 
therefore been summar1zed in Cxhibit E. 

F. 1964 BONO ISSUE 

In 1958 and again 1 n 1959 a Park Bond I s~ue .,a~ placed before 
the voters. When the issue failed by a narro1~ "'drgi n •he P~rk and 
Recrea tion Commission b~cam~ detennined to rin~ a'tcrrative fund1ng. 
They recon111end~d to the C 1 ty Counc i 1 thi!:: a 11 .; f t r. .. Cap i tJ 1 Improve
ment Funds be put. in a reserve for construCIHIIl or a ~··• l•n center. 

In 1961, o "P~•·k Lond A~quisit1oo Prion ~y·· program :•as pre
pared by the Pa rk and Rc~reation Department. This report represented 
another attempt Lo p 1 ace before the Park and Recreation Commission 
and the city Council a plan to acquire land basert on a priol'ity 
system. 

The City Manager recommended a 10 year Capital Improvement 
program amounting to $1,022,500. lhe s~1imming pool was to be the 
first project and was completed from the Capital Improvement reserve 
1n 1963. 

In 1961, John Dunn, Jr., an intern •.;ith the San Franc1 sco Coro 
Foundation, prepared another master plan for t he El Cerri to Park and 
Recreation System. This extensive and ccmprehensive study ~1as titled 
"A Survey of El Cerrito Park and Recreation facll it'es - Present and 
Future." This plan greatly assisted in the preparation and the 
a pprova 1 of the 1964 Bond measure for the amount of J. 2 mi 111 on do 11 a! s 
The Park and Recreation Comm1s"ion ahn pia. ··dan l'IIDOrtant role in 
i nfonn1 ng the citizenry o~ El Cerri tr. .. out tne need for ;;he passage 
of the 1964 Bond Issue and 1n designing the ~oUJ•tet!n bond projects. 
See Exhib1t f... 

Host of the bond projec-ts wPrP accomp 1 i sh~>c durinQ the next fe~. 
years. Additional land was purchased for Hllls:de Park but the 
landscape plan has not been completed. A plan for a mini park for 
young c hi 1 dren near the High School was 1~i thdr:~l\n from the bond pt·o
gram. Plans to develop the .ower fic!<i 3t Ca•nr r!:o!r•·,~ ... ,ere: iMplied 
in the bond program but have not been 1~ple"'ertec -he propo~al 
to build a multi purpose outdoor theate•· in the quarry was abandoned 
due to the instability cf the quarry 1·1alls ann tf'e d"~elopmc-nt of 
the Contra Costa Civic Th<'atJ·e in 1971. 

G. 1974 STATE BOND ISSUE 

Jn ~arly 1973 the City of 1:.1 Cerrito 1><2, inr01111ed tha t the Sta te 
of California Department of Parks ar.d Recreation p1 d'":ed to submit a 
250 m1ll ion Bor:d Issue to the State votAr~ 11:' Bono. kn:1·r. as 
Proposition 1 on the Juoc 1974 StatP. F.lcct ivn, wc.ulc! provide 
52, 41?,000 fer Contra Costa C1ties and e1igl l1t rJist1 ic.ts. The 

-12-



• 

offi cia 1 t 1 t 1 e of the eond was "State Beach, Parks. Recrea t 10na i and 
Histor1cal Facilit1es Bond Act of 1g74," 

The distribution of the 2.4 nn lJ ior, ..i·'11M·s to the Cont.N Costa 
Cities and eligible recreation <.listr1...ts would be at the discretion 
of each county, biJt 50% of the cities and districts with so::; ot the 
population had to approve the proje·.ts. The Contra Costa County 
Board of Supervisors, ~tith auvice from the Contra Costa County 
Recreation and Natural Resources Co!!'mhsion, was given the respon· 
sibility to develop criteria and a method of distribut;on of the 
funds. A sub-committee •t~as formed with representatives from each 
city and eligible distnct on a population per capita basis nnd the 
remainder· would be distributed by the Cotmty Board of Supervisors 
to projects with regional significance . 

E1 Cerrito bee an,,; e 1 i gi b lr:: for $84,250 based on a per capita 
basi s. One of El Cerrito's proJects, a tra1 l from BART Del Norte 
to Wildcat Canyon was funded as a regional project and a further 
S6 ,000 was added for El Cern to pt•ojects . 

The Ei Cerrito Parks and Recreat 10n CoJTJlll ss ion reconJnended a 
variety of projects to the City Counci 1 for the use of these funds. 
The highest priority was the addition of indoor space at fhe 
Community Center. 

A last minute ruling by the State Attorney General in April of 
1974 declared that indoor faci1 ities were ineligible for the 1974 
State Bond monies. Therefore, alternatives were submitted and 
approved by the City Council on July 12, 1974. See Exhibit~· 

\~hen the alternative projects were originally approved on July 
12, 1974, the City Council was concerned that, due to the rush of 
meet ing state and county deadlines, not enough planning time had 
been available. Therefore, i n the mot1on to approve the projects 
the Council requested that before final appl1cation for funds was 
made, a thorough report on all the alternatives be made to the 
Council or that the Park and Recreation Element be completed. 

The Park and Recreation Director rec~1unended that a Park and 
Recreation Eiement would be the most thorough approach to ensure 
the validity of the projects submitted to the state. 

The Parks and Recreation Co111ni ss ion concurred with this 
approach and five members of the comm15sion along with the Director 
and Assistant Director began working on a new El Cerrito Park and 
Recreation Element. 

H. FURTHER JUSTIFICATION FOR A PARK AND RECREAllON ELE~IENT 

In addition to the ava1labi1ity of ~hr, 1974 Bond monies, the 
Federal Housing and Community Develop;r-ent Act 1·1.:s passed in 1974 . 
Through an agreement ~lith the county, El Cr:r1·Ho became eligible f or 
funding under this act. The Federal Land and Hater Conservation 
Fund Program initially ddopted in 1965 pre,•: i<ir:s 50% matching funds 
for local agencies through the state for acqu 1st tion and develop
ment of outdoor recreational land . Presently. a bill is before the 
state legislature for 100% funding of rect'NC.10nal land and 
faci 1 it ies in urban nreas from off shor<:· r.!ri n; ng taxes. Host ot 
these fund sources require a Park and Re .. reation Element or Mast!>r 
Pldn !Jefore applifator.w; ·.~' 1. l;e a·-: ... :.1 
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ilns ~e .:t i ~n i ~ c.l iv rc.cl Hot.:: t r •n ali: a• Thev are fl !'lnr.re~. 
fc:c t -i~ie: :'"' h.e~ . i'~f'St.-lnc~ .rt. . ..;t ; .t dVpe,tr"ncc. 
':es'" are ~he h>~!-: cr,m~ t'l'.: ··~or a vur am! l{ecreat1:-~n !>}' . <.em created 
to P<!et ti':e L1S 'J~: Serv ic .-~. Can •. •m i~v "ppeat·ance ,1nd ~ .. <J~ i.,i Services 
G11•1t~ eo~· ti C..-: tr4 to. · 

A. FiNANCE 

El Cen·ito odop ted <1 po 1 icy • n 1 9~4 to c>stat. 1 ish a separate park 
tax ois part of the pt•operty tax. This park tax fu" the 1974-75 fiscal 
year was 46¢ per 100 assessed valuation. Thi~ prod~ced a revenue of 
5365,506. In 1963 ttooe r.o•"Pietior of the sw;.n cent."r a11d in 1965 the 
completion of the community center providec.l a ne.v source of revenue. 
Th1s ~ew sour ~"c >:as a fee program for specia l classes, public swimming, 
and other activiti~s In 1974-75 ,hi" fund reached it5 highest revenue, 
($154,890). tnc1uc.eu in this revenue program are r..,h.1oursements by the 
City of R1cr~uona for· the maintenance of Central Park and reimbursement 
by the Rid: •.. ::r.d ~n!fie1 School D1s':r;ct fer t ile: use of •he swim pool 
and other ser·vices prov1ded by the City. 

It is the combination of these two source~ of funds that make the 
El Cerrito Park a~d Recreation System func.t1an well. Without the park 
tax to mainta1n the parks and facilities and to cover the administrative 
and supervisory costs, th~ re1mburseable program would not be able to 
provide the variety of programs at the swim centPr, community center, 
Casa Cerl'ito and other facilities In 1974-75, $46,000 in fees were 
collected for classes These fees n:present over 5,000 registrations. 

In 1973 the City Council adopt.:d a program to inct·ease services 
to the elderly and tandicapped. These services were to be primarily 
social services such as transportation, ass1stance in finding housing, 
medical referrals, Meals-on-Wheels, and a variety of other social 
services. In order to acco:»plish these prog:-ams ? separate "Committee 
on Aging" was established by Qcsol uti on 3559 t o advise the Council on 
the needs of the elderly and the hand1capped, and to also act as 
"Olunteel'!: providing services to the el<!erly and h;~ndicapped. See Exlnbit 1::1_. 

It became appdrent w1 th th1s 20 'llen,ber c~lttee and diverse services 
program that this YI"W program needed profess1o~ai assistance. Therefore, 
paid staff were provided to coordinate the work of the volunteers and 
to also provide direct services to the o ldt, adults and nandicapped 
~dults. 1'he funding for the staff and programs of the Committee on Aging 
c;emes from t11e General Fund ot the City. :n 1974-75 the Senior and 
Handicapped Services program was budgeted for $20,156 from the General 
Fund. The revenue for this budget represents approximately 2.5¢ on the 
P• ·operty tax. 

In ddditlO"! tl' t hese t l'>ree sources of fu•!dng f or the Lei sure Services, 
Community Appearanc~ on1 S~cc;a i Serv1ces ~rograrr, of th~ City, there is 
d capita 1 1mp1·..,ve:nPnt fund fot· one ti:ne exp~'ld itur~~. These expenditures 
··esult from r.~eded 1mprovr;~nts to r.arks ar, f'eciift les or acquisition 
~nd replacemer.t of <:qul pment . Th" ::. ;ourcE o; fund l ng is provided 
presently b) unt~sed rr. vPnu,_s Jf tt,c pr i or J.a•. Curir.g 1974-75 the 
l.ei sur .: Servic;•s, Gll':i!'•tn lt.y 11p:,~ear . .m::.- ~nd < ··i.1 Service~ program of 
the City had <1 capi tc.l l o,j)rovemer. ~ cud~d o• ~ '1 , ~6 3 . 

The tota 1 bud~"t f ot· Park and R~c•·ea~.'u n S,ysteth in 1974-75 1~as 
SSb/,095. fhe t otdl OP'::I'cltinq budg,;t f or 1975- 76 is $612,120. See 
Exhibit l for a sunln.try of th~ 1975-/6 budg!!r 
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o~:-i,;') <' PC\rli..,rt uf tt • .l 1~74-/S t1<,._-.;· v•: .... , ...... d t•ort ur iht. 197!>-76 
fh.::Ji :/..!a , ~ L·clSl rc Se"vic~s, !';;: •v'l'Y A;·:?< !•t:e an:i Sp;:cial Service~ 
J.)rogr11m blhl:.)r· hi,-; b~tll a.;g;.·~·ntEd wil.r •~ur JddJt.i"nJ' staff •rembers. This 
sourct: cf c:o i11cna~ !:taff INS ft·o1:1 tl.t F~. ·a1 ~L~liJll"t'hc:nsi•:c frr.ployment 
and Tr·cdnir.g r..:.t ti'~t ••as :·ass'"d by Cor.~r~;s due t:J the high ;nerr.ployment 
proolem. During t.h1s period uf t.in:e It hils been tJOS~i!lle to establ1sh 
t1v0 tt:.:lporary Neightorhood Re(:t\Hitlo:• C'c.'-rdwatw positions and to hire 
r.wo additic.ra1 Pari: 1-l..:fr.t,nance Worker;. 

~I C<'l'rito Cv1os1<t.ent.1• funds it:; ''ark end ftc,rt>alion Sy~ten, on a 
nigh lcvei u11..t there havt: c· ·t1 nu rectu· .iu!l:: 1n ,.,ryi,a~ requested by 
the pl'esen t City Counc11. On the contr~ry, che prese.lt City Council 
has desi,..ed to ir:wrove tne existing proyratn each year The establish-
ment of an , 1.P<~nded s tr·eet r ree ma ... tenJnCe reg~ .. •H, an expJr.dec' teen pro
gram (inctuding u job referral servi.:c), and the deve opmcnt of a special 
program o"' $ervi"PS •o the elt.<:rly and hmd' :appi!d "~;>resent the major 
improvement, to we l~;.Jsurc Scnices, Cor.r.Jur,iL)' ''Pi'earance and Special 
Services program of the present City r.ounc i 1. 

ll. FACIUTlb 

!ntrc.o~u:t; - - --
Since 1920, wnen Huber ilnd Po~r:s<:t, were l~ cnly t1~o City parks, there 

has been a conti nual growth of the syst~:m. Today, the City of El Cerrito 
owns 109 acres of land designated for recr·ea -.ional ~ rpo~es. :n addition, 
the City ha5 access to 34 acres of Richmond Un1fied S:hool Dlstrict recrea
tional areas, 24 acres a&·u~ility 'ands and 7 acre~ of BART Right-of-way. 
The total publi· recreat1on land 1s prc:sentl_. 174 acres (See Exh1bit J). 

Neighborhood Facilities 

There are eleven neighb..,rnood ,.jr·· ' E Ce1 ito, ranging from 1.1 to 
7.6 acres 1n size lhe size and fuc11 1tie5 ut th~ !Jdrk:-vary considerably. 
A neignbot·hood may be de~ined as l1e Jrea s~< :.::d b· dn e· ementary school. 
The reason for using Lhe school at t~<ndu'lCe ~re" .lo .hat the majority of 
use of the neighborhood parks is by elemenLat·y "g• youth. The second 
heaviest use is by the JUnior h1gh ege group ::. "'-·· a large percentage 
of the juni or high youth at Portold and Adams g·aduated from a elementary 
schoo 1 in l ~ Cerrito or Mira V·i sta Scnoo I , th~:re 1:. a tendency to return 
to the elt!mentary sd,vol/pa•·k for I'€(;'E· t;or .'en ~cs. The only najor 
exception 1·10uld be ~ladera Srhool where the Junior hign age group ~1ould 
return to !' • thet Atl i ngton Pdrk or the• ~\ad era p 1 a·· J ·ound depending on the 
acti vity :.edson. (See [xhibit K fo1· ooundarit!S of t e R chmond Elementary 
Schools' attendar..:e areas) 

rnere are ~ !\ e c·.e-.tar sd,oo's ;ll -' C~rdto. Three of these schools 
(Castro, Hnding, t'altlTIOnt) are schuol/pdrh. A schoo l/park occurs where 
schoo land has eer· dedicatee to tne City for t~t purpose of operating a 
city park 011 scr. :o' propeny. Two scho,-, (fl Ml:i.Jte dnd Del ~lar) are 
loca't~d adJd<'"nt to City parks (Carlj'On Trull d!.d •:er-rito Vista respect1Vely,) 
ard (lnt o:.. H vU (Madera) is lo.:z. :td a::pr..,x' ,jt~1y 1/4 mile from Arllng
ton P~ ··k. 

11•1·a Vhtd Scnuvl h .ocated vui~. ic, ~'It ~:t. 1i;o ts; however about 
li3 "' 1 t~ dtt~h ... cnc~ or~c 1s 1r: r. "' ,,~.. 'o 1 ~tt and 1a~:.a.1ara Parl<.s 
are ,,_.;Linn Lhis sehoul <:.ttcnJ.Jr>ce ,•rt:d 

•e cl Cerd to • g7 3 Resl.::en ~ 1 ~·· ll). ~ ;: 1!. r'f'- ._ ·et' ·r:c rri ghbornood 
~.;ol'ltHpt en th,; b;tSi$ c•f ce;r<.u> tn·ts. S,o,l' or tf1l e ce1~us tracts cor-
res~·or•d tr:o <•hrnl '1e' ghborhoo"s ~r.. 1 ,,,,r, rJo not rt.erefure, a certain 
d:·•ct..r o" •ir' on is ··eoufred ir. onlE ~o "' 6 tn· · '"·9 ~nalysis to 
unde1· td nd i.he 1111 ~ -up of t:i\Ch schro 1 rw 1 r,hb• •·'l'JN1. E>. hi ;:;• ·. • oro vi des a 
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summar·y of the char·act.(:rist1C' cf eac•, nl.'lgt,borhood, acapttd from the 1973 
El Cerrito Residenti~l Analys1s. 

ln order to unoer st<snd t •<' Vilr'i. tion b~.; wt~h rf1t S~<ven 
borhoods, a brief descr1ptlon of each roei~hb.,rh<Jvd orod 1 ts 
facilities is given below. 

Mira Vista Ne1ghborhood 

h .~ol ne1gh
r,c..-ea tiona 1 

lhe Mira Vista School ne1ghbori1CoOd serves :lf'Prv .. l•HdtPl y 250 elem!!ntary 
children.from El Cerr·ito. The total enrollmE>ntat ~1ira Vlsta School is 
699. It has two parl<s, las a.iara and Poinsett T1e Richmond Recrea
tion and Park Oepannent pro~· ide~ recreation leader .1 ip at Mira Vista 
School. Howt'ver, there is 110 playfiP.Id at this school. The Mira V1sta 
Annex School, adjacent to rassajara Park, 1vas formerly a primary school 
and in the fal l of 1975 will become an audio-visual ce~ter for the 
school district. It is withfn th~:c El Cerrito -; t.y t.oundaries and the 
asphalt playground i~ unsupervi sed and used on a minimal basis. Thus, 
there are fOUl' recreational facilities of vanous sizes and quality 
serving this·school neighbor hood altnough their use occurs in an un
coordinated manner . 

Tassajaro. Park 1s 2.G5 uc,.,: io. ~i: ... ; ho',ii!Vt:: •• ·~is underused and 
poorly designed for programm1ng. The separation of the playing field on 
one level and the recreation build,ng on <soother, makes supervision and 
programming difficult. There is a need fo1· two recreation leaders due 
to its design, but because of its compet ition with Mi ra Vista School in 
Richmond, there is. insufficient attendance to 1varran t two leaders. The 
predominant users of Tassajara are teenagers. 

Poinsett Park is 1 1 acres in size and is l ocated on the boundary 
between the Mira Vista neighborhood and El ~~onte neighborhood. It has 
no playing field and therefore does 1 <lt s.-rvt:: the total athletic program 
needs of the .vouth in the neighborhood. Its small llOO square foot 
recreation building lS inadequate for a total nei ghborhood program; 
however, it does provide a facility for pr imary ag~ groups' arts and 
crafts activi ties. The lower area of a sphalt doas provide two basket
ball courts which are used primarily by teenagers and young adults in 
the neighborhood. 

£1 Monte Neighborhood 

The El Monte School neighbot·hood ts served oroly by El Monte School 
and Canyon Trail Park recreation areas. The enrol lment of this school 
is 240. The school and park are located adjacent to each other and there 
is a combined recreation area of 10.5 acres. The recreatton building is 
located in close proximity to all the play areas. However, due to the 
inclusion of the canyon in the park and 1ts ndlurol growth, a large 
proport10n of the park lS difficult to supervtoe. 1 .10 acres of the 
school property was developed by th~ City for a pldyf1 e ld as part of 
the 1964 Ci ty Park Bond. 

Castro Neighborhood 

The c.,stro St.hoo l ll!!lght<•rhucd ~~ servl:ll !J, IJ b> •. he oac1l ities at 
Castro School/Park. The school enrollment 1S 446 The park facilit i es. 
Castro School and C~m~:ror· St.hocl for the: hlr,Jicar-p d all share a 10 acre 
parcel of land. Ca~tro Pot'k faCI 1tl~>s M:n. c!ev-"'opo:d on the school 
property with the 1964 Park Bond n•onies. •n aJd.tl~n to its high 
elemPntary school enrolimenl it attracts a 1M,Je propot'ti on of teens 
that spend a higher 1Jercentd9e vf 1 he1r tlo<e • "r1s par~ co opared 
1dth teens in other neighhorhoods. ~he dhv ~e soc:. il:.-econol'ic groups 
and ages of users within ;;he neighbotnood flldk~ Lh~ park extremely 
difficult to program 
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ThP 1rtnd vdllabte for ··~ ru• on ~~~ Castr·' ,ut: 1., 2 7 Jeres, wh;ch 
is 1nsuff1c ent tn c~rrparisur to tl:. lccG av , ::1.: 1" t!le ot""'' school 
neighborhocas It i~ dif"ict.'t to s:.pcr~"" t _.,;;er l!• .a ot tne scrcol 
grot.Jnds frcm t~e ln,;et· por~ r-:a ·~,:; [.'ark b~>f"cH:~ ta~ t.eco·•~: lr.-
adequate for the <~•1oun1 of aemolld anc H is ci · ncui t ,n serv·' the elemen
tary and teenage pCPl:lilrion;, t'yu;lll:r 

1•1ader-a N~1~rt]_ot1a 

The ~!ader? Sc~Gl ne ::·• J~• :,:.. L en· • ty b!.'.h .. t .. , dcr~ Sd-.c.oi play 
ground and Prlit.gton Park .lu"e'-- s~h~;. ,,~ :!r. :::rr>~lh r.t of 275 ?he 
SChool hc5 an as;;halt ~lo)'~T(';.:f'd "'('" v~ ',5 ~:reS C.:;d ll!T••~ 3:.Jdj•iona1 
undeveloped space. Arl1ngtor. P~~;r raf> ' <.0 a::res cf spa~:e ar.d 1s con
sidered the most aesthet1cal~y attroctil!! r~r·k in th~ ~yst.;r.1 It is 
heavily used by families ~~~th i n and out~1oe of the City for pi cnics. 
Within a short distance fro!" th!! park , ~iker·r can e<.,.lly Pnter Wildcat 
Canyon. There are several l11itation~ to !.h'-' park in that <t has in
adequate play field spolce and h;•rd SL•rfece dT"''" for prc<,rauwni ng. There
fore, some of the pr·ograrrming n:ust bt; tran·f<=r't:!d to tht; Macler·a School. 
The 1.60 acres of pluy~ro:.~rds 4tcd nc a•rt;5 of p1ayf ie1Gs tor this school 
nei ghborhocd 1\oul d be .:ons kere:d r•<~<:.:q.Jtt. -~ace. 

Del Mar 1;eighborhcod 

The Del Mar School neighbornood 1s er ed by Del ~r playground, Cerrito 
Vista Park, Huber Park , and Portola Jun 'or Hiqh playground Del l~ar Element-
ary School has an enrollment of 281 ond Portola J unior High an enrollment 
of 1200. In addition to these ne ighborhood-type recreat'~n areas the Com
munity Center, the s~:im Pool Complex, and CasJ Cerrito Re.:reation Center 
which serve city-wide population are 1 oca t<:d <li thin this neighborhood. 
Although there is more outdoor recreation Sfli!Ce t ilan in mos t of the other 
neighborhoods, there i s little coordination d these extensive facilities 
for the neighborhood resi<.ients . Ther·., or~ presently no tennis cocns or 
adequate picnic facilities in this neigl1borhood; however, they are being 
considered for the 1974 State Bone project< 

Huber Park 1s 2.6 acres in s'ze. It was or1ginally developed by the 
WPA in a canyon area given to the City by a •·esld<mt . The 1964 City 
Park Bond provided for the construction of an 800 square foot recreation 
building similar to that at Poinsett . The park has only 6,000 square feet 
of level land which is used prim.:trily for t·.Jo l'alf court basketball courts 
on the iower area. The upper aret1 ot 'h•: pa<·k is !n its natural state 
and is difficult to supervisor cr proqr~t. The limite~ f~cili ties attract 
mostly children ft•om the illllledi~te .tree. of tr.e park . 

Portola Junior High has over 4. "! act·c~ of 'ajground ~p11ce (as ph.1lt } 
including outdoor basketba~· coJr:~ anu an ~xt~~sive open area for soft
ball and touch football. !t als~ nas an indoor gymnas.um available for 
recreation programs. The jwlior high schooi p~ysical education classes 
use Cerrito Vista Park f~r the1r pln/field needs. The•·efore, the school 
has no demand for addit iona l pl ayfield space However. th"' after-school 
weekend and summer programs 1n th1s n~'ighbOt1C·M place a heilvy demand on 
playfield space. 

Fairmont Neighbor:_~od 

The Fairmont School neig~bor~ood 1s served by FairTiont School/Park ,Central 
Park, and Creekslde Park Fa1!"nor•~ Schol'l ';as .• - ~nrollr;;unt of 403. 
Approximately 20'1\ of The nPighnc.r·hood is in tf;P 'lici".JrlMd Annex Also, 
a portior, of the youth ln the A<vU~('lo ). t.~oi ··t··~ ·tJorhood /Richmond 
1\nnex} makes u5e of Fa irmont Scho.11/Pa:-; he. "~'" of Aiv.lrado School's 
lack of playfiel ds . This neigr,•Jo t'hC\:1.1 '·~· .1 larger c'mcrntt'dtion of 
multipl e dwel ling unit'> th:m tne ot'l~r ~cr.~~. ne~;,i'Jt>or'tooc!s ·in E1 Cerrito. 
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H1e outdt.u• playtH:1ds ~>-<.1'1? develop •. •:J l!t. ra i••,.ont Sc~•ovl/?ark as 
prt ot hf' 1964 Ci• PM . ~d &rd:.o p l <~yf;0lds reo'".c:•d" portion 
o" ~he :.ct • ..,, iiSfiha . ~ play, J.Jrt. ~d cCIIJ .iond l g r<:.,!> ·"~~Y areas wc:re 
de•,- c ~'"o a~J :a:ent to tl'b oii"T pHr· 1·.;·~ d ~'ia i· prr~-sc•.c..·l play area. 
Tho. prt:->t'l•ool areu IVJS povr1y po~oted ond i s difficu:t 1.0 supervise. 
~~~ ~~:a1 •ndoa~ ~P~~e a1hi lahle at th recrea: l~ buildtng Is 1410 
~ •u.;.rc feet 1h;s is ~!e lo~•·g.,.st 1tdoor retr~~tt:J, s;:a<.P availabl(' 
fJ<' •teightMoiOuJ Jrrogro.m.s ir: tne ;,ystf., 

i'he ccmt>l1 . ~; ... n , t park ':;dool foo.illtl<:s and o 1u11 t1me Recrea
tH• Cocrdfna t-r ,r,a~e it pos::;!;J., ':o !)rOVId::: o tote 1 ne ghborhood pro-
g ·nin..; sontc" at t dlrmon ~d1ool/Park . 

Central Pii"'k IS 1.5 ac1'e~ 1n ~12e. It 1-1as ~oristructed jointly by 
E1 Cel'rlto and Ric•:·,ora and 1~ r:.a:n~aincd t;y El Cenito with half 
t'P cos t (•PPrJXirlk•l.ely S2,5CO) ~elmb~f~er tc El Cer·rito by Richrn<Jnd. 
E 1 Cerr1 to, howevetr. provide~ the fu 11 CO!. t of pr ~.:gr omnn ng the park, 
(appro)inut 1} $2.b00 for leodership plu~ ~upplies and auministra
•ive costs.} 

1\lthough th.; par~ h"s r.-str::oa o; cind a ~mall 3tG"'?9e ar.oa, 1t does 
not have auy 1 ndoor ani vity a red . The I ack c f tt;i;, indoor space 
makes prc!.r-a::.liJnS po~!> 1 t;l 1 1 • H:s very l lPll teJ. , h. O:en; !Ly of popul a
tion In th•s nelghtJrh~od •~ v~.:1·y t>1gh and an 1ndc:)l' re:::reation build
is needed to serve lt . 

Creekside Park is 1.5 acres in size althou9h only about 1/2 acre 
1 s u~dt- 'e fo•· play areas due to th" 1 arge ncnd ::leve 1 oped as part of 
the flood control program. Creelo.slde was ··e most recent development 
(1974) of the park system. I t acts pr1man1y as .1 mi ni-park for the 
1 oca 1 residents and does no L have any "eS t1 ooo1s lt is not programmed 
as a nolghborhood park at the pr·e~en• tl'llP. 

The camp 1 et i on of the A 1 bdny H1ll deve 1 opn1ent "Gateview" will pro
vide 5000 new residents over the nP.xt five yecrs and may have serio~s 
impact on the Bay 'V1ew neighborhood ds \,ell as £1 Cerrito's own 
facilities such as the s~lim pool and tennis cou• ~'. El Cerl'ito and 
Albany should carefully cons1der the impact of the development as it 
relates to new demands placed on both citii'S 

Harding Neighborhood 

The Hard1ng neigltborhood js served oy ~<•tdll'g S"hool/Park, El Cerrito 
H1gh School f'ecreat'onal fa,·Jl itie~ and ' .~~~· ·j us. of ~ht: Albany School 
Football Fi eld The Hard1n!J School/Park comtnnation provides 3.5 acres 
of play an: The school enrnllment of 1-' ... rding 1s 371 The locat1on 
of a park b~•lding and school fac1lity togeth~· pr~vides an excellent 
potent1al tor develop1ng coordinat.:d progr<"<liilir.IJ for this neighborhood. 

lr addition to the tlvo r.:•mlS cou1 .> a1 l, r o•n~ . l tH :-e are five 
tenniS .:ca~ • .~t thL hig , ,c·Ot> l ·h~·er-. , Lh.~ ~o:.Jnunity has the 
greatc t m>~unt o~ c.,.) iiC," t" •.t:tonis lu r t.s i t h<: Clty There is 
al~o about , dcres of playf1eld at the high -chual ~nd !/2 acre of 
playgr·uund •.pdce lvlth outdoor 1H$t;etbai 1 co:r~s . Th" gymnasium is open 
for .-e.::reat u,. p'ay dlu·irft "'V~ ir:gs, wco;:kend.;, d nr.! :>U.11''t:rs when not in 
use by the ,thou1. The us, ..t '.he r. dt.k ar o l UI)tl,a ll fie1d is re-
stricted due lo the damage to tr.-· turt and i 11l<J1, ; tlldt occurs with-
out !>uperv1Soon Uunng the ~!J'''wt'r ~:verlln!JS 1t · ~open for joggers 
~:hen .uper Gil 1< .-ro. ·,dt:o 1.·. t::e r, Cerr • ':o Po• ~,. and Re .. ··eatlon 
Department As a ne: ghborh•Jol nsoorce 1 t s 1 ~ry 1 <mitecl but on d 
reservati on b~s 1 s for ~occer and spena 1 Jf'P•lt tm·~rtt even Ls It is an 
exco..llen• ., ,,;: ity Al:,dny l'igh Sc 1001 foot.;a'l ~ ;., l d (Co•Jgar Field) ,._ 
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has potential for prov1ding additlona1 neighborhood facilities • 
Harding School nc ghbor~ood ~az more p1 blic recreational 1ands and 

facillties than any other neighborhOod in El f.~;rnto. However, maximum 
benefit is not obtained from theg<' resources sine~: this use is not yet 
coordinated by full time staff. 

Community Wide Service ..f.aci l itfes 
Community Center 

The El Cerrito Community Center located adjacent to the Swim Center was 
completed in 1965. This is an "L" shaped, one-story building encompassing 
approximately 8,000 square feet Included in the facility are tl•o offices, 
a social hall, crafts room, meet1 .. _ '"~ . kitchen, storage area, covered 
patio and a formal garden patio . 

This facility is the hub of the recreation fee program for the City. 
During available time the Center is also used for receptions, weddings 
and private group activities on a rental bas1s . The fees collected for 
rentals during 1974•75 totalled $6,000 which represents an average of 
two rentals per 1~eekend. 

Each Monday and ~lednesday n1 ght an average of 150 Seniors attend the 
Center. On Friday ilights the ~enter hold~ a teen dance which draws 
between 200 and 300 teens for live band dancing. 

The Community Center is heavily programmed during weekday afternoons 
and evenings and ptesently has minimal time or space for additional pro
gr;amming. 
Swim Cente1· 

The Swim Center, which was completed in ~larch of 1963 under the Ten 
Year Cap1tal Improvement Program, provides a diving and 25 yard competition 
pool as well as an instructional pool whose dimensions are 20'X40'X3'. 
Through an agreement with the Richmond Unified School District, swim 
lessons are provided for the Portola Junior High Physical Education 
classP• ~nd the El Cerrito High School Swim Team uses the pool for prac
tice 1• competition. Approximately $11,000 per year is reimbursed to 
the City for this service. 

The City also co-sponsors an A.A.U. Youth Swim Team that uses the 
pool daily throughout the year. Approximately 75 youth are enrolled 
in the various levels of competition contributing approximately $5,000 
per year to the operation of the pool. 

Swim lessons for all age groups are provided throughout the year 
(approximately $17,600 was obtained 1n lessor fees in 1974-75) and 
recreation swimming (Public Swim) takes place seven months out of the 
year (providing approximately $15,850 in entrance fees). 

It should be noted that duri~g,\974-75 riscal year the pool revenue 
from fees was $48,045 and the "cxpen~es for lifeguards, instructors and 
expenses were $50,517 This budget does not Include the supervisory 
and administrative staff However, the lesson and entrance fees and 
the support from the Richmond Unified Schoo' District almost provide 
the direct expenses of the pool This indicates the extensive use and 
acceptance of the Swim Center by the community. Presently, the pool 
is almost used to its maximum capacity and there s minimal available 
lime or space to accommodate addit1ona1 j:.rogramming, particularly 
du1·i ng warm weather. 
PuttlnQ Green 

During the publicity that led to the pas~dg~ of the 1964 El Cerrito 
ParK Bond,plans for a putting green at Cerrito Vista Park were sugQestea. 

'9 

~--·---



It 1~as not installed immediately due to h1gher priorities for other 
projects and lack of funds. 

In 1973 the Park and Recreation Commission recognized the stlll 
existing need for more outdoor facilities for older adults. However, 
instead of constructing the putting green and horseshoe pit~ at the 
original proposed site at Cerrito Vista Park they recommended another 
area. This area was the vacant parcel o' land adjacent to the Swim 
Pool. This area was once planned for wading pools but was eliminated 
from the original Swim Center Plan. The putting green was completed 
in 1974. It has a putting surface of 4,500 sq. feet and 9 cups. Two 
horseshoe pits were installed adjacent to the putting green. The total 
area is 9,300 sq. feet. It was constructed for less than $2,000 in 
supplies and designed and bui l t by two of the Park Maintenance staff. 
It is gaining in popularity by all age groups and is used for golf 
classes conducted by the Department. 

Casa Cerrito Recreation Center 
In 1963 the City acquired the present l/2 acre Casa Cerrito Recreati on 

Center on Portola Drive opposite the putting green. The acquisition was 
an exchange of property owned by the City on Norvell Street that had been 
used primarily for girl scouts and campfire club groups. The or1ginal 
two story home on Portola was then converted into a small recreation 
center. The upper area is presently used for a pottery and ceramics 
studio. The lower areais used by girls' groups and adult clubs for 
meetings during the school year and by the City's Day Camp during the 
summer. It is a unique service to the private youth groups because our 
neighborhood park buildings are used for public programming during the 
after-school hours when the youth groups meet. 

The total indoor space is 2,000 square feet with an equal amount of 
space on each floor. The back yard 1s 1/4 acre with an extensive growth 
of pine trees and a small succulent garden developed and maintained by 
the El Cerrito Sea Vie1~ Spaders. This area is used as a day camp during 
the summer and an overnight campout area by private youth groups. 

The building is heavily used throughout the year and the pottery 
studio has inadequate space for present program needs 

Tennis Courts 
The Harding Elementary School courts and two courts at the High School 

were the only tennis courts in Et Cerrito until 1967. These four courts 
were originally constructed by the School District. The 1964 El Cerrito 
Bond monies provided funding for the development of eleven new courts 
and resurfacing of existing courts bringing the total number of courts 
to fifteen by 1972. The tennis courts are distributed in the following 
manner: Tassajara Neighborhood Park (2 courts); Canyon Trail Neighbor~ 
hood Park (2 courts); Castro Neighborhood Park {2 courts); Arlington 
Neighborhood Park (2 courts); Harding Neighborhood Park (2 courts); and 
El Cerrito High School (5 courts). Four additional courts were to be 
installed at Cerrito Vista Park. However, this was not feasible due to 
lack of space and bond monies were r~served to complete thts project 
at a later time in a new location. 

In 1972 a five court Tennis Center was completed by resurfacing the 
two courts at the High School and constructing three more courts. There 
is presently space for one additional court. However, bleachers used 
for the adjacent baseball diamond would have to be moved to allow 
adequate space for a sixth court. 

The ccurts are used during school hours for El Cerrito High Physical 
Education classes and during non-school hours by the general public. 
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One of the courts has been estab 11 shed as a reservati 01 tourt on week
ends. Presently a resident may rent d court for 1 ~ nours for $1.00 
service charge. This allOI>iS up to 12 reservat~on pe1' ·ds on weekends. 
Therefore, a minimum of 24 and maximum of 48 resi'lr::rt< can use this 
court, on a reservation basis. Reservations and paflne't of fees are 
made at the C011111unity Center. Reservations are in s.:-:11 dema11d that a 
weeks notice is required 

There are community planning toucepts that need to bl' addressed 
when considering both the need for tennis courts and their locati on. 
The 1964 Bond Issue that provided the financial resoufces tor the ex
pansion of tennis courts in El Cerpt.tq~c~~•based on ~ combined concept. 
This was that each Neighborhood Park' should have a• least two tennis 
courts. This both supported the concept that tennis r.~urts should be 
located within easy access to the neighborhood and also addressed the 
desire to have facilities at Neighborhood Parks tha~ would attract 
adults. In additior1 to the Neighborhood Park location of tennis courts. 
there appeared to be a need to group more than 2 court~ together to 
provide a T~nnis Center. In 1964, the location of the Tennis Center 
had not been decided; however, after further study t'1e High School 
was agreed upon as the most logical location for the Center based on 
land availability and maxim~ u~e (P •. C1asse~ I 

Centralized System 
The concept of the Tennis center has become popular 1n the past 

few years, part1cularly in coo1nunit1es where the tennis demand in
increased drastically. This is an excellePt approach to meeting 
the tennis demand for the following reasons: 

1. Cost. It is usually less costly to d~velop 10 courts in one 
location than 2 courts in five different lccat1ons. 

2. User Convenience . It is more practic~l to have one area where 
the tennis player can come and find court space rather than 
having to drive from one neighborhood to "he next in search of 
a free court. It also improves the eo'ticient-y of holding 
tennis tournaments. 

3. Administration. It is more logtcal to cor•centrate the admin
istration of a tennis program in one arr~. The demand on courts 
in El Cerrito a~pears to be heavier than thelr supply at peak 
time (~1eekends). Through a centra lizcd ~ourt system, staffing 
courts to insure proper cnfQrcen~nt of . ~les and equal time for 
participants is more eas1ly provided than if· 5 different loca
tions were staffed. 

If a community desires to estc1blhh a pr..l ' ;y c-t resident use 
first. or a fee schedule, decentralized courts dre not practical . 

Decentralized System 
The decentralized system also has benefits t~~l shoul d be balanced 

against the centralized systtm 
1. Youth" Use. The gro•.ving interest in tennis by youth poses trans

portatlon problems for this age group. El Cerrito ' s hills, as 
indicated earlier, make it very difficult for youth to travel 
distances to a centralized fac1lity. 

2. Adult Su~crvisiun. Neighborhood Parks .~re continuously subjects 
of vanda ism ana; at times, anti-social behavior is displayed at 
Neighborhood Parks. The use of Neighbcrhcoo i'a ks by adults will 
often provide adult supervision without relying on pald staff to 
be on duty during all dayl1ght periuds. 
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The present and projected future demands on public tennis courts 
indicate that a combined centralized and decentralized system is 
appropriate for El Cerrito. 
Park Cluhhouses 
The 1640 square foot Clubhouses are used primarily in three categories: 

Afterschool & Summer Programming 
The Clubhouses at the Neighborhood Parks are used primarily for games 

and arts and crafts after school and summers. The Recreation Leaders 
are therefore not limited to o~tdoor activity progrijmming (sports) when 
they have the use of aQ i.nd~rJ}iacility. Depending on the Recreation 
Leader's creativity, the programming of these indoor facilities are un
limited. Although the emphasis on day time programming at these indoor 
facilities is toward the elementary age group, there is an increasing 
percentage of junior high age yout h using the buildings due to the 
installation of pool tables at each of the parks and a re-emphasis of 
of programming the parks towards teens. This age group mixing requires 
a minimum of two leaders to provide a compatible program. 

Teen Drop-In Centers 
In 1973, a new approach was developed in El Cerrito to provide pro

gramming for the gro1~ing teenage population. Rather than establishing 
a teen center for the City, the decision was made to ~ttempt to program 
for teenagers at their Neighborhood Park on a decentrclized basis durinJ 
week nights. On weekends, one large City-wide activity would be p··ovided 
in the fonn of a live band dance or comparable activity at the Corm,unity 
Center. 

This progrdm approach has continued for two years. During this two 
year period, six drop-in centers have been closed either from lack of 
attendance, leadership conflict with teens or cont'nual vandalism of the 
building . Presently. all six of the drop-in centers are operating. 
some with higher attendance than others. 

Two nights per week are presently set aside for teen drop-in centers 
at the park clubhouses. 

Sper'_l_ Tn• .. rest Grou~ 
On a reservation basis. there are a variety of community groups 

using the clubhouses for their own programs. In most cases . five of 
the seven nights per week are available at the clubhouses for these 
community groups. 
School Indoor Facilities 

Multipurpose Room 
The Multipurpose Rooms at the six elementary schools were used 

primarily by corrmunity groups during 1974-75. A total of 51 groups 
used these six indoor facilities during a year period of time. 

These facilities are not as usable for progra~tng as they are 
for community groups. This is due to the Aeed to return the facility 
back to its primary use (school activities) after each use. There 
are no storage areas presently available for recreation programming. 

These facilities could, however, be used more for recreational 
programming tf proper storage space were available. This is par
ticularly true during the sur.mer t me wnen there. are no school 
demands on these indoor facilities 
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Gymnasiums 

The El Cerrito High School Gymnasiums and Portola Junior High 
Qymnasfums are exceptional resources for the community. Presently, 
basketball, volleyball and badminton programs are provided by the 
City when the space is available More use of these facilities 
could be made by the recreation program staff. 

BART L1near Park 
During the construction of the Bay Area Rapid Transit District 

elevated tracks through El Cerrito and Albany, a proposal to the Federal 
Department of Transportation was made for a Linear Park Demonstration 
Grant. This grant was applied for by BART through the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission. The grant was for the construction of a 
linear park with a path through the cities of El Cerrito and Albany. 

Within El Cerrito. the park averages about 30 feet in width and 
2~ miles in l ength. It is landscaped and lighted for night use. It 
parallels the Santa Fe Railroad tracks which are used less than once 
a day. 

The agreement with the local cities involved was that they would 
maintain the park after construction. BART however must clean and 
maintain the pillars holding up the elevated tracks . 

In an effort to determine the use and acceptance of the BART Linear 
Park by residents a survey was taken on two separate days at two sep
arate locations. The survey was taken from 7:00a.m. to 9:00p.m •. 
A total of 233 people used the linear park path on Wednesday, July 9, 
1975 and a total of 189 used the path on Saturday, July 12, 1975. 

The results of this two day sample survey indicate that the BART 
Linear Park is used more than was anticipated. Since this was a very 
limited survey and only one surveyor per day was placed along the 2~ 
mile path, it can be assumed that the total number of users of the path 
was many more than could be tallied from the location of the surveyors. 

Of the 233 BART path users recorded on Wednesday, July"9th, the largest 
percentage (30%) used the trail between the hours of 12 noon to 3 P.M .. 
On Saturday, July 12th, the same hours received the heaviest use (40%). 

On both days the largest use of t he path was by bicycle riders (62% 
on ~/ednesday, 42% on Saturday) . 

This survey would indicate that a bicycle path away from the heavy 
traffic pattern is appreciated and used by the residents. Although 
there are many inconvenient cross streets (13) during the 2~ mile path, 
it appears that th1s does not deter the use of the path. However, these 
cross streets provide a dangerous hazard to users of the BART paths, 
especially cyclists and joggers. 

A more detailed breakdown of the survey can be found on Exhibit M. 
Hillside Park and the Quarry 
The natural park lands of Hillside Park may appear to be unuseable 

space. However, upon walking through the pa~k it becomes obvious that 
this is an outstanding resource within El Cerrito. Hillside Park does 
not have a landscape plan at the present time. The trails are in
adequate and need improvement and expansion. With the development of 
suitable trails, the hiker will be able to walk for several miles in 
a natural environment. In many cases residents can walk into the park 
from their own homes. 

The 15 acre privately owned 
Park has a north sloping 

parcel just north 
hill which would 
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it a desirable addition to the City's park. This property also includes 
a stream. The Tri-Cities Open Space and Conservation Element, adopted 
by the El Cerrito City Council in December of 1973, identifies this 
stream as a surface waterway which should be protected. Because of 
this unique stream and related vegetation. a portion of this land may 
be eligible for special funding. 

A second important privately owned parcel of land adjacent to Hillside 
Park is a 7-l/2 acre area of natural landsc .. ape located below l~adera 
School. It is situated in such a manner that it could provide a link 
bet1~een the north and south portions of Hillside Park. 

There is a vegetation management problem in Hillside Park. due to 
several factors. Eucalyptus trees and Monterey pines that. 'were planted I 
there in the past are now blocking the bay views of many r-esidents living 
above the park. This type of unplanned and uncontrolled vegetation 
pattern not only creates public relation problems but also eliminates 
the growth of other native vegetation . However, there is one native 
plant. poison oak, that prevents full utilization of the park and needs 
to be controlled. 

The El Cerrito Quarry lands are adjacent to and below Hillside Park. 
The property is owned by the City and presently used as a corporation 
yard for the Public Works and Park Maintenance Divisions of the City. 
Stege Sanitary District has its offices at this location. In addition, 
the El Cerrito Recycling Center and the Fire Department's training tower 
are situated in the Quarry. Unused land in the Quarry provides a dump 
site for Public Works projects (asphalt, cement, etc.) and tree mulch 
by the Parks Division. There are approximately 1.7 acres of undeveloped 
land at the bottom of the Quarry. 

The walls of the Quarry are over 200 feet high and create an important 
visual impact when viewed from the flat lands of El Cerrito and Inter
state 80. The cuts in the hillside are an unsightly reminder of poor 
land manag~~nt that took place in the past. ·The walls are surrounded 
by a cyclone fence to protect hikers in Hillside Park. They are un
stable and subject to erosion creating safety problems for users of the 
Quarry basin, particularly during heavy rains. 

Trails 

Since 1946, the State has discussed the development of trails for 
bicyclists, hikers and equestrians for recreational use and as an altern
at1ve to the aulo. However, the acqw>ition of land for trails has 
been delayed due to the high pr1oritj for a highway system to keep 
pace with Ca 1 i fornia' s gro1~th. 

The State legislature presently has a number of bills pending which 
would provide for the early acquisition of land for trails. The State 
Department of Parks and Recreation is now in the process of developing 
plans for a California Recreational Trails and Hostel System which would 
extend from the Mexican border to ·canada. 

With the recent growth of interest in bicycling, many cities have 
also recognized the need for trails. However, the implementation of 
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trail projects is slow due to the hi gh costs of land, particularly 
in urban areas, and of construction . The cost of constructing a 
mile of bicycle path is esti111ated to be $20,000- $40, ll00, depending 
on the engineer·ing requirements, The availability of suitable land 
is also a problem. Hill areas, 1>1hi ch are usually less intensively 
developed than flat lands, can be traversed by hikers and equestrians 
but cannot be easily handled by the average bicyclist. 

Recently, State representatives have been meeting with local 
community members to discuss a trail corridor plan for California. 
However the local communities have been emphasising that any money 
available for trails development should f irst be spent on a "feeder 
system" to connect the cities with the State corridor trails while 
land is still available for acquisition. The State-wide trails 
could be only minimally used if access from the urban areas is not 
provided. The construction of trails in areas \"here an auto is needed 
t o get to them would defeat the purpose of the program. 

El Cerrito has the opportunity of playing a major role in the 
development of a Bay Area trail sytem. Access to the East Bay Regional 
Park System could be provided by a trail connecting the BART Linear 
Park and Hill side Park with l~i1dcat Canyon. A trail from El Cerrito 
Plaza along Cerrito Vista Creek coul d allow access for bicyclists 
and hikers from El Cerrito and adjacent cities to the exceptional 
resource of Point Isabel and ultimately to a shoreline bike path. 
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