El Cerrito and Richmond both tried in the 1920’s to add the area known as the “Richmond
Annex” to their City. The City of Richmond eventually prevailed in 1927. This article comes
from the “New Vistas” section of the West County Times that was published on March 28,
1970. The dates in the article have not been verified but there is no reason to believe they are
incorrect. The associated map comes from a 1953 Thomas Brothers map book.

came-g a vele and was carried; Yol jusl barely
— 181 yex; no. ..~
It was the g amaﬂé%:;c;her Bght that

can only be Jabeled “The Baltle-of Richmond
Apnex.”
Battle of the Aunex

Tke Cily of Richmond was arncyed because
the new Ciiy of El Cervito had semewiatl sur-
reptitiously sneaked in znd grabted off 1wo-
inirds of that hil'side district krown as Mira
Visla as an uninhabiled zrea, Richmeond
leaders were determined that “ike anpex”
wcpid not be aliowed to stand entil il fell into
El Cerrito’s lap like a ripe plum.

The proposal to inciude Richmord Annes
within Richmond’s boundaries was pusied le a
voie in December. 1925, and turred dewn. 132
1o 78, El Cerrite promptiy came put fighting,
pressed for a vole to get The Annex infc their
cify and. in Avgusi, 1826, was alse furped
down, 136 to 107.

Richmend’s Turn

Tt was Richmond’s turn and {bis Gime the
recple who set up the proposed bonndaries did
a classieat job of gerrvimandering, They simply
found out who was apposed lo annexalion o
Richmond and érew a line arobnd ikem. This
{ime the praposal carried. 92 fo 2. snd El Cer-
1ilo was fore\er cut oif from havisg scme
hentage.

Jn their gerrvmandering eifort ihe
Richmonders even excluded a cougle of areas
thal were ieft surrounded ke tubbtles. They
were known as Bavview No. 1 and Bayview No.
2,

Bayview No. 1. which was commonriy refer-
red fe as “"No Man's Land.” ullimaiely ashed
for and was granted annexation ic E! Cerrito
because of policing problems, bot Bayview No.
2 remains unincorporated, comgleiely sur-
rounded by the City of Richmond in the
Richmond Annex district.

Weird and Wonderful -

The annexation of Richmond Annex fc
Richmond also set up anolher eddily. The cify
line runs right along the western edge of San
Pablo avenue. To this day there are people who
live or do business in Richmond bui wio me in
El Cerrilo the second they step out tkeir ficn!
doors.

Because cof this extraordinary arrangement
the western quarter of Sen Pzblo avenue re-
mained unpaved for manv vears. The slale
paved ine cenler o the sireet tecause it was
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pari of the slale highway syslem, and El Co-
ritg paved the easiern quarier. Bul Richw ¢rd
insisted. end the contention was uphcld by ine
ceurts. thal preperiy in one city covidnt te
1axed lo pave a streel in a ditferent cily The
ctale tinally cettled the dispute by poaving tne
entire streel.
Siill Feuding

The annexation argument continued 1ipil
dewn {c the modern era and il was only 2 few
vears age :hat a ot of Ei Cemritans were
neliceabiy displeased wien Richmond puiied ¢
guickie and gravbed off all of Wildcal Canven.”
vver the bill {o ihe east of El Cerrito. tius gut-
ting an end to any iurlher hopes that (ify
bt ave of expansicn.

Fellowing incorperation El Cerrifc went
through a wrbialent period. rife with goving
pavoll scandals and vice charges. Sam FPatlg
avenue was lined with bars and nighicivks ami
gambling, Inciuding siot machines and tirge
parlors, aperated openly.

Tne proud apd historic old Rancir San
Fablo hacienda berame a geambling coaswn
teaturing dice tzbles and roulette and csiered

'ch the pariv-gowned and wxedoed sel. Britiad

lhe hacienda — in “1he orchard™ — they buill 2
greybound raceirack.

For many ‘ears the “‘highway barnacies.”
as {he Gisties aleng the avenwe wur
semEtimes relerved 10, conlrolfed the cily's
colitics. bat litile by jittle. as more znd aicre -
homes were built on the hilisides. the talance
cf power changed. These people whe Luly
wanied a communily that would five ug te Ei
Cerrite’s slogan — A Cilty ol Homes” —
frowned om the avenue night fife. Ultimalely
they were aole to get adminisiratoys i cffice
who closed the gambling establishments and
tmrned San Pablo avenue inlo a respeciatle
street.

‘The anmexation battle s over. prcbakiy
kecause there is very little land leff tc annex,
wilh the possible excepiion of East Richmend
Heighte- where the people have so [ar made il
clear they dop’t wand te be a part of any ciiy.

‘Tnere is guite an element lavoughoul ihe
weslern end of Conira Costa Counly who
celieve everything from the couniy Jine. np ¢
end including Pingle, should be included in one
evebrow al such 2 proposal. Maybe lhey sue
most interested in preserving their “liftle hifl”
namse that has exisled for nigh onlo 200 yems
— “E: Cerrhio.™




The larger green area in the lower left is “Bayview 1 and the smaller green area in the lower left is
“Bayview 2.”



